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New Sidelights on Historical I

ncidents of the Famous “Three-Flag Day.

BY PIERRE OEHOUTEAU.
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The-Universal Exposition to be held In
commemoration of the centennial anni-
versary of the treaty of Paris and the de-
Hvery of the Loulslana Territory to the
United States has awakened much inter-
est in the events of 100 years #g0.

Archives have been examined. Forgot-
ten trunks and boxes have been searched
for documents, lotters and maps that
might clear disputed polnts.

The separate transfer of upper and low-
er Loulsiana has caused much confusion.
The Imposing ceremonies enacted at New
Orleans, Dacember 2, 1502, have led many
to belleve that the soverelgnty over the
entire Loulslana territory was then ceded
to the United States.

Tha tradition that the final soverelgnty
was not delivered until Mareh 10, 1804, at
the post of §t. Louls was all but forgotten,
The treaty of Can Ildefonso brought hope
to the colonlsts of once more passing to
the soveralgnty of thelr mother country;
a§ time passed, and France did not take
pomsession, this hoje gave place to doubt—
it wes only on recelpt of a semiofcial
letter written by Laussat that the news of
the treaty of Paris become known—even
then the colonists knew not Lhe fate be-
fore them, as Laussat says in this letter:
“It is probable the United States will ex-
change with Spain the right bank of the
river for Florida." It was not until Feb-
ruary, 1504, that our citizens were officlal-
ly notified by the Spanish authorities that
the territory would be retroceded to
France. On March 8 of the same year an
official bullstin was lssyed, fixing the next
day for the retrocession of Upper Louls-
lana to France. Bpeculation ran high, the
erdinary occupations of the inhahitants
were suspendsd.

OPINION WAS DIVIDED,

In groups they tried to solve the future
destinies of Loulsiana. Opinion was dj-
vided—some contending, and not without
reason, that the American Government
Saving once secured tho fres navigtion of

the Miasissippl River and a port of en-
try, would exchange the territory with
Spain for Florida,

Others belleved the United States In-
ended colonizing Loulstana, as it had Ii-
lols. All conceded that the French Re-
public wns sincere, and wonld carry out
the terms of the treaty of Parls.

The welght of opinlon among the ablest
colonists of Upper Loulsinng was in fo-
vor of Americanizing the colony, and
general opinion became reconelled to the
approaching events, .

On the moming of March 9 Captain
Amos Stoddard, acting as French Com-
missjoner, accompanied by an escort of
Urlted States troops, under the command
of Captaln Meriwather Leowis, whose
namae has been immortalized sith that of
Clark, reached Bt ILouls from Cahokla,
and at onpe procesded to the Colonlal
beadquarters.

After conferring with Governor Delassus
and the Spanish officlals it was determined
thit the retrocession of Upper Loulsiana
to France should be enacted at high noon.
Tha ceremonles Weére brief. The orders of
the Spanish Commissioners were read, a
royal salute was fired and the proud ban-
ner of Bpaln, which had protected and
given a mild and just administration to
Upper Loulsiana for more than thirty
years, guve place to the flng of the French
Republic. For twenty-four hours St.
Louls was once more Frenca TUpon re-
celving the Province, Commissionar Stod-
dard sppointed a guard of honor from
among the Inhabitantd to act with the
American troops he had brought with
him, to protect the interests of the French
Republic, awalting the transfer of the
territory to the United BStates.

At sunset the troops, guard and inhabl-
tants assembled at the fort to witness the
lowering of the tricolor.

FLAG AGAIN RAISED.

In deference to the great nation that

bad come to the rescue of its own in the
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hour of peril, Stoddard ordered the flag
ngaln ralsed. Under the guard of honor
It proclatmed Freach soverelgnty doring
the night of March & At noon on March
10, Commissioner Stoddard, representing
the French Republie, transferred to Cap-
taln Btoddard, agent of the United States,
Upper Loulsiana, fulfilling the transfer
stipulations of the treaty of Parls, and
closing the ceremonies Innugurated in
New Orleans,

The ceremonies of March 10 wera more
Impressive than those of thie Sth. As the
banners of the United States und France
mel mldway on the staff, they hesitnted—
two national salutes were fired, and
Loulsiana becamea American forever,

Captain Stoddard's address on this oc-
casion to the new cltizens of the TUnited
States is historic. His predictions of the
benefit of free government and the future
of the Union and Louislans are remark-
able in thelr mecuracy,

At the close of the address the cltizens
swora allegiance to the Unlon,

In researches to unraval the tradition
of “three-flag day™ the Missouri Histori-
cal Soclety has collected sufficient evi-
dence to make it conclusive thnt Mareh
10, 1804, was the last day of foreign sov-
ereignty in Loulsiana, and the first on
which the United States were In posses-
sion.

The following documents are In the col-
lection of 'hs Missouri Historieal Soclety:

Photographlc copy treaty of Parls, Apcii
39, 1803,

Letter of Laussat to Chouteay (original),
August 24, 1808

Dratt of proclamation in chirography of
Hortez, supposed to be proclamation re-
ferred to as having been lssued February
19, 1804

Proclamation of Governor Delassus
(original), March 8, 1804

Facsimlle letter lLausat to Delassus,
January 12, 1804

Spanish Commissloners to Delassus, or-

dering retrocession of territory to French
Repuhlie (original), December 31, 1803

Cominlssion of Stoddard as agent of
France to recelve territory from Spain
(original), January 12, 18G4

Recelpt of Stoddard to Delassus for full
possassion and wovereignty for the French
Republle (original), March 9, 1964,

Miltary orders Delassus to Spanish
troops (original), March 8, 1804,

Commission and letter of Instructions
from Governor Clalborne to Stoddard
(original), January M, 1804

Commlesion of Chouteau from Laussat
foriginal), January 12, 18504

Draft of address by Delassua In un-
known handwriting and reply on sume
sheet by Stoddard in chirography of Stod-
dard, March §. 1804,

Proclamation of Stoddard to the fnhabi-
tants of Upper Loulsiana (origioal), March
10, 1504,

Draft of nddress by Stoddard to the In-
habitants, March 10, 180 (original).

Coples of letters In chirography of Stod-
dard.

Letter and instructlons from H. Dear-
born, Hecretary of War, to Stoddard, No-
vember 7, 1503,

Letter Btoddard to Claiborne and Wilk-
inson, informing them he has posseasion
of tarritory, March 10, 1804

Same to H. Dearborn, Secretary of War,
March 10, 1804.

The proclamation of February 19 was as
follows:

RLINHABITANTS OF UPFER LOUISIANA,
BY THE ORDER OF THE KING.

M am about to deltver up this Post and itw de-

pendencles.

The flax under which you have been protected
for pearly thirty-six years la to be withdrawn.
From this momient you are released froca the
onth of Odelity you took fo support it

The Adelity and cournge with which you have
guarded and defended It will mever be forgot-
ten, and in my character of repr Uve I
entertain the most sincers wial for your pros-

| perity.

7

SOVEREIGNTY OF LOUISIANA WAS DELIVERED T0 THE UNITED STATES AT ST. LOUIS
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The reading of the “FPublipc Notice™ was:
PUBLIC NOTICE

the public that to-morrow, the
pressmt month, between the hours
we will deliver Upper Loulslana

We notify
ninth of the
of 11 and 12
0 Captaln Amoa Stoddard, Agent and Com-
missionier of the Freoach Republie, (n acccord-
ance with our publle announcemeant dated nine-
teenth of February last.

St, Louis of the Illlnols, March Sth, 1804.

By order

Elgnad)

CHARLES DEHAULT DELASSUR

Published by the Publie Notary-

(Bignedy JH. HORTIS.

The order of the Spanish Commission to
Dielassus to dellver the Loulsiana Territo-
ry to France wns as follows:

1t consequence of & letter pent from New Or-
leans of the 3i=t of Decamber of lnst year (1500)
%y the Marquis de Caso Culve and Doa Juan
Mangal da Caleedo, Erigadler General of the
royal armies andl commissaries for his Catho-
{ic Majesty. for the transfer of the Colony and
Proy of Louisiana to the Freach Hepublic,
addressed to Don Charies D. Lamuss, Colonel
in thw eame armies, Lisutenant Governor of
Upper Loulslana and G appainted
by the sald Case Calve and Salsedo for its
transfer, according Lo the contents of sald let-
ter requiring him to give full and entire pow-
eepnjon of sald dependencies, to wit: Pedro
Clememt Laussat appointed by the French Re-
publies to taks porssssion of the sald colony and
Provincs of Loulsiana, or any other persons
which may have Leen named (o that effect, nc-
cordine to the trealy of cesslon, and as by let-
ter also sent from New Orleans, éated 13th of
January Of the current year, the sald Commis-
sion of the French Republio appeints. const)-
tutes and nominates s sole agent and com-
missary in behalf of the natlen Amos Stoddard,
Captain of artillecy of the United States of
America, for the purpose of demanding and re-
celving the setd Upper Louisiana, comprshend-
ing the =ald post 5t Louls and Its dependencies
in wvirtos of the 7 ive p as "
aboye: '

*Now be It kpown that I, the shove Don
Carica Dehault Delassus, in quality of Liey-
tenant - Governor of the same, &t the require-
ments duly made to me by the sald Amos Stod-
dard, agent add commissary of the French Be-
publie, bave delivered the full posssssion, sov-
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ercignty and government of Upper Loualaiana.
with the military posts, quariers and fortifica-
tions thereto belonging: and I, Amos Stoddard,
commimary as such, do acknowledge to have
recelved the mald posseszion on the terms men-
tioned., of which 1 acknowledge myself saiis-
fed a® possessed of on this day. In testimony
whereaf the Licylenant Governor and myself
have algned thess presents, sesled with the
seal of cur arms, being attested with the wit-
nessen wigned below, of which proceedings six
coples have to be made out, to wit, three in the
Epanish and three In the English anguages.

Given in the town of 5t Louls, of Illlncis,
th Mareh, 1804.

AMOS BTODDARD.
CARLOS DEHAULT DEF ESUA

In presence of: Meriwether L7 & Captaln
First Unlted States Regiment In' iiry; Antoine
Boulard, Surveyor (Jeneral: Charles Gratiot.

Here Is Btoddard's recelpt to Governor
Delassus for possession of Upper Loulsi-
&N

The King. our Sovereign, baving determined
to retrocede this Province of Louisiana to the
French Republic, scconding to the snnounce-
ment in the royal order issusd at Barcelona on
the 15th of October, 1802, to that effect; and
having aiso commissioned us to carry the same
into effect, by hia subsequent royal grder dpied
at Madrid, the 18th of Janupry, 1809, we have
put In execution the Intentions of the Hov-
erelgn, by delivering up the government of this
place, aad the command of the Province to the
Coloninl FPrefecy Fedro Clemont Taussaut,
Commistioner of ihe French Republic, on thy
thirtlath day of Sovember of the present year,
and you are hercby requssied to deliver up to
the mgent or officer of the sald Prefect who
may be authorized by him to recelve from
you the command of the post and lis depend-
encies, now under the orders of your Excel-
lency, ms soon a2 he sball present himself be-
forn you under the formalities of an Inventory
and valuation to be made by akillful persuns
in thut post, upon oath to act with dus impar-
tiality, of the bulldings which beloog to the
King, not Inculding the artillery and other mu-
nitions of war, which must be remitted entire
to this place. 3

Under the same formalitiss of an Inventory
the archives with ths papers and documenta
whith concern only the inhabitants of -the dis-
trict and thelr property sball be dellvered, tak-
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% No. 1. Conclusion of receipt of
Captain Stoddard as agent of the
French Republie to Govérnor
Delaasus for civil and military
possesston of the territory March
9, 1804

No. & Draft of proclamatim In
chirography of Hortis, notary, sup-
posed to be proclamation referred
to as having been Issued February
19, 1804,

No, 3. Conciusion of order of
S8panish commissioners to Gov-
ernor Delassus to deliver sover-
elgnty of Upper Loulsiana to the
French commissioner.

No. 4 Proclamation of Governor
Delassus (originai) of March 8 1804

No. 6. Introdoction of lettar of
Laussat to Plerre Chouteau (orig-
Innl), August M, 1500. &
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Ing for the whola A receipt. In order that there
always may bé evidence of what has been de-
lversd upon our part to the French Republia
and cause the same to appear on the general
Inventory.

Wa particolarly enjoln uvpon your Exeel-
temcy the punctual execttion of the fore-
soing. for which You are suthorized to awvall
pourself of all the means that may be found
in the district ander your charge."*

THE MARQUIS OF CAS0 CALYVO,
MANUEL DE BALCEDO,
To Don Carion De Lassus, Comts de Hlincin

—————

WOMEN ARE UP IN ARMS.

Bill Pending in Congress to Tax

Jewels in the District.
REPUHLIC SPECIAL
Washington, March 5.—Constamation I
rapidly spreading among: the wealthy
women of Washington because of & il in
Congrers which will prevent them from
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codging taxes on costly jewals on the
ground t* they are heirlooms. This Bill
vas pr 1 by the Distriet Commission-
ers terested to amend the opera«
tion oL tax laws of the Districtin
general,

It has just been discovered, by some ne
terested women, that it Includes a proe
vislon thst jeweis shall no longer be cone
sidered helrlooms, and, therefore, ba ex-
empt fcom taxation as in the past.

There is hardly & soclal functiin now<
adays where the bill and {ts author, Rep-

resentative Cowherd of Missouri, are not
dlecursed with great anxiety and some
bitterness by the women possessing jewels.
Mre. L. Z. Lelter in said to own the fin-
eat collection of jewels at the capltal Her
rubles alone are worth a king's ransom.

RECORDS DEED 82 YEARS OLD.

Owner of Maine Property Closes
a Legal Gap.

REPUBLIT BPECIAL.
Portland, Me., March 5—A real estate

deed elghty-two years old, which had
never been recorded, has been filed. 1t re-
Jates to tha conveyance of a large tract of
land In Windham, sold to James Yetton
of New Gloucester to Cyrus Wilson of
Cumberiand, February I8 1822, for $100.

The land having passed from father to
son and there having been no occaslon for
looking up the title er ownership, the fack
that the Instrument had not been record-
od was not known by its present owneg
until & few duys ago, when he hastensg
to comply with that Important formality«

All the persons named In the deed, In-
cluding the grantor, grantee, four wit-
pesses and the Justics of the Peace before
whom the oath was taken, baving long
been dead.
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